Jori Al-Areer, a Palestinian girl who suffers from cancer and malnu
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trition, looks on as she waits to be transferred for treat-
ment outside Gaza at Nasser hospital in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip June 24. REUTERS; Mohammed Salem.
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Gaza: Over 20,000 children estimated to be lost, disappeared, de-
tained, buried under the rubble or in mass graves

Save the Children and Al Jazeera (videos)

“Families are tortured by the uncertainty of the whereabouts of their loved ones. No parent should
have to dig through rubble or mass graves to try and find their child’s body. No child should be
alone, unprotected in a war zone. No child should be detained or held hostage”. Jeremy Stoner, Save

the Children; June 24, 2024


mailto:palnews@bluewin.ch
http://www.palaestina-news.ch/

Al Jazeera Video 1: War against children (scroll down); Al Jazeera Video 2: Children starving to death

A young girl stuck under her house rubble after it was
bombed by Israeli airstrikes, Al Nusairat refugee camp,
Oct.31, Motaz Azaiza

It is nearly impossible to collect and verify infor-
mation under the current conditions in Gaza, but
at least 17,000 children are believed to be un-
accompanied and separated and approximately
4,000 children are likely missing under the rub-
ble, with an unknown number also in mass
graves. Others have been forcibly disappeared,
including an unknown number detained and for-
cibly transferred out of Gaza, their whereabouts
unknown to their families amidst reports of ill-
treatment and torture.

According to Gaza’s Ministry of Health, more
than 14,000 children have been killed since 7
October, roughly half of whom have not yet
been fully identified, partially due to their bodies
being harmed beyond recognition. Children are
also among those recently found in mass
graves, according to UN experts, with many
showing signs of torture and summary execu-
tions, as well as potential instances of people
buried alive.

At least 33 lIsraeli children have been killed
since October, while it is unclear if any children
are among those still being held hostage in
Gaza. As of 9 June, around 250 Palestinian chil-
dren from the West Bank are missing in the Is-
raeli military detention system, their families un-
able to physically confirm their whereabouts
and wellbeing due to additional restrictions on
visits introduced since October. The UN has re-
ceived numerous reports of mass detentions, ill-
treatment and enforced disappearance of pos-
sibly thousands of people, including children.

Es ist nahezu unmdoglich, unter den derzeitigen Bedin-
gungen im Gazastreifen Informationen zu sammeln und
zu Uberprifen, aber man geht davon aus, dass mindes-
tens 17°000 Kinder unbegleitet und getrennt sind und
etwa 4’000 Kinder wahrscheinlich unter den Trimmern
vermisst werden, wobei eine unbekannte Zahl auch in
Massengrabern liegt. Andere sind gewaltsam verschwun-
den, darunter eine unbekannte Zahl von Kindern, die fest-
genommen und aus dem Gazastreifen verbracht wurden,
ohne dass ihre Familien wussten, wo sie sich aufhielten,
und Berichte Gber Misshandlungen und Folter.

Nach Angaben des Gesundheitsministeriums von Gaza
wurden seit dem 7. Oktober mehr als 14’000 Kinder ge-
totet, von denen etwa die Halfte noch nicht vollstandig
identifiziert werden konnte, was zum Teil darauf zuriick-
zufiihren ist, dass ihre Kérper bis zur Unkenntlichkeit ver-
stimmelt wurden. UN-Experten zufolge sind auch Kinder
unter den Toten, die kirzlich in Massengrabern gefunden
wurden. Viele von ihnen weisen Anzeichen von Folter und
Exekutionen im Schnellverfahren auf, und mdglicher-

weise wurden sie lebendig begraben.
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[ R e MRORN WL O et o A BE,
Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in the rubble of a destroyed
house following an Israeli air strike on Al Nusairat refugee camp, south-
ern Gaza. EPA

Seit Oktober sind mindestens 33 israelische Kinder geto-
tet worden, und es ist unklar, ob sich unter den Geiseln
im Gazastreifen noch Kinder befinden. Seit dem 9. Juni
werden rund 250 palastinensische Kinder aus dem West-
jordanland im israelischen Militdrgefangnis vermisst, de-
ren Familien aufgrund der seit Oktober eingeflhrten zu-
satzlichen Besuchsbeschrankungen nicht in der Lage
sind, ihren Aufenthaltsort und ihr Wohlergehen physiolo-
gisch zu bestatigen. Die UNO hat zahlreiche Berichte
Uber Massenverhaftungen, Misshandlungen und das ge-
waltsame Verschwinden von méglicherweise Tausenden
von Menschen, darunter auch Kinder, erhalten.



https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/6/24/over-20000-children-buried-trapped-detained-lost-amid-gaza-war-report
https://youtu.be/B9VkqBsBdNM

New famine alert for Gaza where families go days without food
UN Palestine and IPC

According to the latest UN-partnered IPC report on hunger levels, a high risk of Famine persists

across the whole Gaza Strip as long as conflict continues and humanitarian access is restricted.
About 96 percent of the population in the Gaza Strip (2.15M people) face high levels of acute food
insecurity through September 2024. While the whole territory is classified in Emergency (IPC Phase
4), over 495,000 people (22 percent of the population) are still facing catastrophic levels of acute
food insecurity (IPC Phase 5). In this phase, households experience an extreme lack of food, starva-
tion, and exhaustion of coping capacities. Another 745,000 people (33 percent) are classified in
Emergency (IPC Phase 4). IPC, June 252, 2024.

Projected Acute Food Insecurity | 16 June - 30 September

¥
‘l\\;;ﬂ; Current Acute Food Insecurity | 1 May - 15 June
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About 2.13 million people across the Gaza Strip
faced high levels of acute food insecurity classified
in IPC Phase 3 or above (Crisis or worse) between 1
May and 15 June, including nearly 343,000 people
who experienced catastrophic food insecurity (IPC
Phase 5).

Gaza Strip was in IPC Phase 3 or above

043 (IPC Phase 1)

Not one centimetre is safe

Speaking to journalists in Geneva after her
second deployment to Gaza, Yasmina Guerda
from the UN aid coordination office (OCHA)
said that delivering aid there has become an
exasperating “daily puzzle” that has left mal-
nourished children without the lifesaving help
they need. “A direct observation on the ground
every day is that there are no safe centimetres
left in Gaza. There is nowhere you can be and
be certain that there isn’t going to be an attack
on you that night,” she said.

Nuseirat nightmare

Recalling the Israeli military operation two
weeks ago to release four Israeli hostages be-
ing held in Nuseirat in central Gaza that left
hundreds killed and injured according to the lo-
cal health authorities, the UN humanitarian of-
ficer insisted that the neighbourhood’s resi-
dents received no such warning.

“They were just trying to have a meal with
whatever they had secured that day when the
bombing started and lasted for two full hours
and tank shells and gunshots. We were work-
ing a couple of kilometers away and the walls,
the doors, the windows of our building were
Shaking. We didn’t know what was happening.
We found out after.”

After the attack, Ms. Guerda described going to
the field hospital and finding children who had
lost limbs “staring in the void, too shellshocked
to produce a sound or a tear. For those who
survived the bombing of their neighbourhood
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Approximately 2.15 million people acrossthe Gaza
Strip will likely experience high levels of acute food
insecurity, classified in IPC Phase 3 or above (Crisis
or worse) between 16 June and 30 September,
including over 495,000 people who are expected
to face catastrophic food insecurity (IPC Phase 5).
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Ahmad (3) nach der Amutation seines Unterschenkels im Krankenhaus.
Seine Mutter ist bei ihm und versucht, ihn aufzuheitern.
© UNICEF/UNI488698/Zaqout

Kein einziger Zentimeter ist sicher

Nach ihrem zweiten Einsatz im Gazastreifen sagte Yas-
mina Guerda vom UN-Buro fir die Koordinierung von
HilfsmaRnahmen (OCHA) vor Journalisten in Genf, dass
die Bereitstellung von Hilfsglitern in Gaza zu einem "tagli-
chen Puzzle" geworden sei, dass unterernahrten Kindern
nicht die lebensrettende Hilfe biete, die sie bendtigen. "Je-
den Tag kann man direkt vor Ort beobachten, dass es in
Gaza keinen sicheren Zentimeter mehr gibt. Es gibt keinen
Ort, an dem man sicher sein kann, dass man in der Nacht
nicht angegriffen wird", sagte sie.

Alptraum Nuseirat

Unter Hinweis auf die israelische Militaroperation vor zwei
Wochen zur Befreiung von vier israelischen Geiseln in Nu-
seirat im Zentrum des Gazastreifens, bei der nach Anga-
ben der 6rtlichen Gesundheitsbehérden Hunderte von


https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_MaySept2024_Special_Snapshot.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/

by getting away on time, it’s only the beginning
of the nightmare.”

Credit: UNICEF

10 child amputees a day

Meanwhile, the head of UNRWA said that
every day in Gaza, 10 children lose one or both
legs amid ongoing Israeli bombardment.
Philippe Lazzarini, Commissioner-General of
UNRWA, also condemned an overnight attack
on one of the agency’s schools in Gaza City
that reportedly killed around 12 people and in-
jured 22. “The strike brings the total number of
UN premises hit or damaged or targeted since
the beginning of the war to 190, which is more
than half of UNRWA’s premises in the Gaza
Strip”, he said.

Menschen getdtet und verletzt wurden, betonte der UN-
Beauftragte fur humanitére Hilfe, dass die Bewohner des
Viertels nicht gewarnt wurden.

"Sie versuchten gerade, mit dem, was sie an diesem Tag
gesichert hatten, eine Mahlzeit zu sich zu nehmen, als die
Bombardierung begann und zwei volle Stunden lang an-
dauerte, mit Panzergranaten und Schiissen. Wir arbeite-
ten ein paar Kilometer entfernt und die Wénde, Tiiren und
Fenster unseres Gebdudes wackelten. Wir wussten nicht,
was los war. Wir haben es erst spéter erfahren.”

Nach dem Angriff beschrieb Frau Guerda, wie sie ins Feld-
lazarett ging und dort Kinder vorfand, die Gliedmalen ver-
loren hatten, "die ins Leere starrten, zu geschockt, um ei-
nen Laut oder eine Trane zu produzieren. Fir diejenigen,
die die Bombardierung ihres Viertels Uberlebt haben, weil
sie rechtzeitig entkommen sind, ist das erst der Anfang
des Albtraums".

10 amputierte Kinder pro Tag

Unterdessen erklarte der Leiter des UNRWA, dass jeden
Tag 10 Kinder im Gazastreifen aufgrund der anhaltenden
israelischen Bombardierung ein oder beide Beine verlie-
ren. Philippe Lazzarini, Generalkommissar des UNRWA,
verurteilte ebenfalls einen nachtlichen Angriff auf eine
Schule des Hilfswerks in Gaza-Stadt, bei dem Berichten
zufolge 12 Menschen getdtet und 22 verletzt wurden. "Mit
diesem Angriff steigt die Gesamtzahl der seit Beginn des
Krieges getroffenen oder beschédigten UN-Einrichtungen
auf 190, was mehr als der Hélfte der UNRWA-Einrichtun-
gen im Gazastreifen entspricht”, sagte er.

The starvation of Gaza is a perverse repudiation of Judaism’s values
The Guardian and the Torah (Bibel)

Jana Ayad, a malnourished Palestinian girl, rests
on a bed as she receives treatment at the Interna-
tional Medical Corps field hospital, amid the Israel-
Hamas conflict, in Deir Al-Balah in the southern
Gaza Strip, June 22, 2024. REUTERS; Moham-
med Salem

The knowledge of the long-term conse-
quences of hunger goes back to a
manuscript written in the Warsaw ghetto
and smuggled out of the ghetto in 1942.
It was not until the 1979 that this manu-
script was published in English under
the title Hunger Disease. The Warsaw
Ghetto Hunger Study was an observa-
tional study of the physiological and psy-
chological effects of hunger on the hu-
man body, conducted by Jewish doc-
tors, nurses and students impri-soned in



the Warsaw Ghetto in 1942. Faced with the deplorable conditions of starvation that were part of daily life in
the ghetto, the Jewish doctors decided to use this situation for the benefit of mankind by conducting the first
large-scale study of the effects of starvation on the human body. This secret study began in February 1942
and lasted for 5 months until the deportation and mass murder of the Jewish inhabitants of the ghetto began.
The results of the study were hidden and smuggled out of the ghetto. MLB

Video Guardian: | can't find food': despair in Gaza as children face malnutrition

Hunger’s role in Jewish philosophy and history makes it all the more horrifying that civilians in Gaza
are eating garbage. Hunger is the flip side of a holy fast. It is an unholy force that does not discrim-
inate, that does not distinguish between Hamas fighters and toddlers. Its use as a weapon of war
has historically been arrogated to autocratic regimes, and it is intrinsically un-Jewish. John Oakes,

The Guardian, June 25, 2024
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A child on Al Rashid Street tries to gather flour that spilled
from one of the rare aid convoys that entered northern Gaza
from Kerem Shalom crossing. Omar El Qattaa for NPR

That hunger is being used by Israel as a weapon
is supremely ironic, given the particular role that
privation from food plays both in Jewish philos-
ophy and in the grim history of the Jewish peo-
ple. It is a charge that the Jewish state has re-
peatedly denied in the face of overwhelming ev-
idence to the contrary.

The suffering and the defiance of the inhabitants
of the Warsaw ghetto have become touchstones
for students of Jewish history, a story that every
Jew knows well. As Holocaust museums strug-
gle to address the Israel-Gaza war, the idea that
we can somehow put what is happening in Gaza
at a distant remove from the history of the War-
saw ghetto is grotesque.

Even Germany, which for obvious historical rea-
sons has long been one of Israel’s staunchest
allies, finally has begun to warn against using
starvation to win a war. The Germans would
know about such a tactic. During the second
world war, 380,000 people were crowded into
the Warsaw ghetto, barricaded, and left to die by
the Nazis.

To compound the irony, voluntary abstention,
particularly from food, is integral to Judaism, as
it is for many religions, including Christianity and
Islam — both of which have roots in the Jewish
tradition. Yom Kippur, the most important day of

Dass der Hunger von Israel als Waffe eingesetzt wird, ist
angesichts der besonderen Rolle, die die Entbehrung
von Nahrung sowohl in der judischen Philosophie als
auch in der disteren Geschichte des judischen Volkes
spielt, usserst ironisch. Es ist ein Vorwurf, den der judi-
sche Staat angesichts Uberwaltigender Gegenbeweise
wiederholt bestritten hat.

Das Leiden und der Widerstand der Bewohner des War-
schauer Ghettos sind zu Prifsteinen fir Studierende der
judischen Geschichte geworden, eine Geschichte, die je-
der Jude und jede Judin gut kennt. Wahrend sich die Ho-
locaust-Museen bemilhen, den Krieg zwischen lIsrael
und Gaza zu thematisieren, ist die Vorstellung grotesk,
dass wir das, was in Gaza geschieht, irgendwie von der
Geschichte des Warschauer Ghettos abgrenzen kénnen.

Um die Ironie noch zu verstarken, ist der freiwillige Ver-
zicht, insbesondere auf Nahrung, ein wesentlicher Be-
standteil des Judentums, wie auch vieler anderer Religi-
onen, einschliesslich des Christentums und des Islams -
die beide ihre Wurzeln in der jidischen Tradition haben.
An Jom Kippur, dem wichtigsten Tag des judischen reli-
giésen Kalenders, steht die Entbehrung im Mittelpunkt.
Wir fasten von Sonnenuntergang bis Sonnenuntergang,
und die Rolle des Fastens bei der ganztagigen Zeremo-
nie ist von zentraler Bedeutung. Angesichts dieses histo-
rischen und religidsen Kontextes ist es bemerkenswert,
dass ausgerechnet der jidische Staat den Massenhun-
ger als Methode der Kriegsflhrung einsetzt.

A Palestinian
boy, Amjad Al-
Kanoo, who suf-
fers from malnu-
trition is held by
his mother,
Nada, as they
wait to be trans-
ferred for treat-
ment outside
Gaza at Nasser
hospital in Khan
Younis in the
southern Gaza
Strip June 24.
REUTERS; Mo-
hammed Salem.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dg3COu4DqTI

the Jewish religious calendar, has privation as
its central theme: we fast from sundown to sun-
down, and the role of fasting in the daylong cer-
emony is central. Given this historical and reli-
gious context, it is remarkable that of all nations,
the Jewish state is using mass starvation as a
method of warfare.

This year, Palestinians in Gaza broke their fasts
during Ramadan with scraps of garbage and
tufts of grass. How can we reconcile purpose-
fully imposed mass starvation alongside fast-
ing’s place in Judaism as a sign of devotion, re-
flection and ultimately empowerment? It can
only be seen as a perversion of traditional Jew-
ish values.

The Torah (Bible: five books of Moses)
Jewish tradition commands that the hungry
should be fed. "And when you reap the harvest
of your land, you shall not reap to the edges of
your field, nor gather the gleanings of your har-
vest; you shall leave them for the poor and the
stranger. |, the Eternal, am your God”. (Leviticus
23:22). Deuteronomy (15:7-10) elaborates on
the obligation to help the hungry. It says: "If
there is a poor person among you, one of your
brothers... you shall not harden your heart or
close your hand against your poor brother, but
you shall reach out to him and give him what he
needs”.

Sogar Deutschland, das aus offensichtlichen histori-
schen Grlinden lange Zeit einer der treuesten Verbunde-
ten Israels war, hat endlich begonnen, vor dem Einsatz
von Hunger zu warnen, um einen Krieg zu gewinnen. Die
Deutschen wussten um eine solche Taktik. Wahrend des
Zweiten Weltkriegs wurden 380’000 Menschen in das
Warschauer Ghetto gepfercht, verbarrikadiert und von
den Nazis zum Sterben zurlickgelassen.

In diesem Jahr brach die muslimische Bevdlkerung im
Gazastreifen ihr Fasten wahrend des Ramadans mit
Mullresten und Grasbuscheln. Wie kdnnen wir den ab-
sichtlich herbeigefiihrten Massenhunger mit dem Stellen-
wert des Fastens im Judentum als Zeichen der Hingabe,
der Besinnung und letztlich der Starkung in Einklang brin-
gen? Es kann nur als eine Perversion der traditionellen
judischen Werte angesehen werden.

Die Torah (Bibel: die fiinf Biicher Moses)

Die judische Tradition gebietet, dass die Hungrigen ge-
spiesen werden sollen. "Und wenn du die Ernte deines
Landes einbringst, sollst du nicht bis an die Rédnder dei-
nes Feldes ernten oder die Nachlese deiner Ernte ein-
sammeln; du sollst sie fiir die Armen und die Fremden
tibriglassen. Ich, der Ewige, bin dein Gott». (Levitikus
23:22). In Deuteronomium 15:7-10 wird die Verpflich-
tung, Hungernden zu helfen, naher erlautert. Dort heisst
es: "Wenn unter euch ein Armer ist, einer von euren Brii-
dern ... so sollt ihr euer Herz nicht verhérten und eure
Hand nicht verschliessen gegen euren armen Bruder,
sondemn ihr sollt eure Hand gegen ihn ausstrecken und
ihm geben, was er braucht, was immer es auch sei."

Sexualized violence: denial and abuse for Hasbara

The first victim of war is not the truth, as Aeschylus said around 2500 years ago, but sexualized
violence, especially against women. It is misused by Israel to dehumanize Palestinian fighters by
lying about atrocities, and Hamas claims that there was no sexual violence at all on 7 October. MLB

It is not uncommon in the 'enlightened' Global
North to portray women as untrustworthy and to
sow doubt when they complain of sexualised vio-
lence. Itis therefore not surprising that sexualized
violence against women on 7 October by Hamas
is dismissed by some pro-Palestinian activists as
a propaganda lie by Israel. Both Grayzone and
the Feminist Solidarity Network for Palestine in
Mondoweiss, for example, have questioned the
claims of the Patten report, which fails to provide
forensic evidence. Contrary to the claims of the
Israeli government and the Western press, there
is no photographic, audio-visual or forensic evi-
dence of mass rape or the systematic nature of
sexualized violence by Hamas.

Prisoners in a hospital in Rafah following their release from Israel prisons. Foto: Said Khatib / AFP


https://thegrayzone.com/2024/03/07/media-concocts-un-hamas-rape-report/
https://mondoweiss.net/2024/03/heres-what-pramila-pattens-un-report-on-oct-7-sexual-violence-actually-said/
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/israel-west-bank-mission/

Ali Abunimah from Mondoweiss goes even further and claims in a Podcast that there was not a single
rape and: "This report (The Times of June 7, 2024) does corroborate what we have been reporting all along
that Israel killed many if not most of its own people on Oct. 7 with tankfire, helicopters ..." There is no
evidence for these exaggerated statements either - even if the Israeli army has killed some of its own people
using the Hannibal directive.

So there was not a single act of sexualized
violence, as the Feminist Solidarity Network
for Palestine claims? The fact that the Israeli
government has widely propagated lies and
misinformation about the events of 7 Octo-
ber and exploited the suffering of the victims
and hostages for its own propaganda does
| not make all the testimony of the Israeli vic-
tims untrustworthy. There is widely available
photographic and audio-visual evidence of
violence against women, such as the display
of Shani Louk's largely naked body on the
back of a pick-up truck in Gaza, the video of
the injured Naama Levy being brutally
. loaded into a Hamas vehicle, or the video of
' the abduction of the terrified Noa Argamani.

Shani Louk's body on a pick-up truck in Gaza. Credit: Donald W. Reynolds, Journalism Institute

For its part, the militant-nationalist Israeli government expects Israeli feminists to join the prescribed "unity
for self-defense against terror" as part of a Zionist-feminist nationalism. The justification: because women's
rights are being trampled on by Hamas in Gaza, Israeli women should also be called upon to fight against
them. Israeli feminists therefore accuse the Israeli government of politically instrumentalizing the issue of
sexual violence in order to justify the genocidal operations of the Israeli armed forces.

Rafia Zakaria* writes about this in The Nation: Israeli female soldiers walking into a starving, thirsty, and
despairing Gaza to further terrorize women and children at gunpoint is no act of bravery or courage. It takes
brave women to see injustice beyond self-interest and to serve as a check on militarist and patriarchal
institutions. Instead of Israeli feminist groups calling on the world to stand up for them, I’'m asking Israeli
feminists to stand up for Gaza. The feminist movement as a whole will benefit if we resist Femonationalism»
wherever it takes root and if we understand that being a woman means refusing to believe that one particular
group of women is more worthy than any other.

* Rafia Zakaria is a political philosopher, and the author of several books. She served as a director of Amnesty International USA from
2009 to 2015.

Anyone who displays selective morality and rightly laments the death, the appalling suffering, the chaos, the
traumatization of hundreds of thousands of women and children in Gaza, but at the same time plays down
or even denies the sexualized violence and the dehumanization of Israeli women, undermines the univer-
sality of human rights and makes themselves untrustworthy. MLB

Progressives Can’t Ignore Role of Christian Zionism in Colonization of
Palestine

Truthout

Christian Zionism has informed Western policy on Palestine since at least the Balfour Declaration
in 1917, and continues to be the backbone of global support for ongoing occupation, apartheid and
displacement. The forced displacement of Palestinians is funded by the millions of dollars Christian
Zionists send to Israel yearly. Christian Evangelicalism is believed to be one of the fastest-growing


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kK7dqBeohxs
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/the-times-magazine/article/israel-hamas-rape-investigation-evidence-october-7-6kzphszsj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7I49LnJXd5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7I49LnJXd5I
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/naama-levy-taken-captive-by-hamas-terrorists/video/5b46d5f42fbb17a4cf48ea262dadbffa
https://x.com/i/status/1710877572496605439
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/femonationalism-israel-womens-day-feminism/

religions in the world, forming an ever larger base of U.S. and global political and financial support
for Israel’s right wing. Jonathan Brenneman & Aidan Orly, May 20, 2021. ©
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March of the Nations: Thousands of Christians from more
than 90 countries march through the streets of Jerusalem
on October 4, 2023. (photo credit: MARC ISRAEL SEL-
LEM/THE JERUSALEM POST)

Christian Zionism is by far the largest move-
ment supporting authoritarian policies in the Is-
raeli government outside of Israel, and an es-
sential bloc within the larger U.S. Christian
Right. The most politically active Christian Zi-
onist movements are motivated primarily by
the belief that Jews taking control over the bib-
lical land of Israel will bring about Jesus’ sec-
ond coming and the end of the world, when
Christians will reach salvation and non-Chris-
tians — including Muslims and Jews — will
be annihilated.

These End Times theologies have roots in
16th-century Protestantism in Europe, and re-
flect the colonial context in which they were
formed. Christian Zionism as a political move-
ment gained traction as part of the 19th cen-
tury “Fundamentalist Movement” in Britain and
the U.S. when important figures began prose-
Iytizing the End Times prophecy and conjuring
up ideas of a Jewish homeland in Palestine
decades before prominent Jewish Zionists
called for the same. Britain’s Arthur Balfour,
whose Balfour Declaration promised a Jewish
homeland in Palestine, was himself a noted
Christian Zionist, as was President Woodrow
Wilson, who co-signed the Declaration at the
encouragement of Jewish Zionist Supreme
Court Judge Louis Brandeis.

Indeed, Christian Zionism must be challenged
as a powerful threat to a larger progressive
agenda. Because Christian Zionism is predi-
cated on Christian salvation coinciding with the
end of the world and annihilation of non-Chris-
tians, Christian Zionism is at its core anti-Mus-
lim and antisemitic. On the other hand, Chris-
tian Zionists use their unwavering support of
the State of Israel rooted in philosemitism - the
fetishization and objectification of Jews - to
make it seem that they care for Jews while

Der christliche Zionismus ist die bei weitem grosste Bewe-
gung, die die autoritare Politik der israelischen Regierung
ausserhalb Israels untersttitzt. Er ist ein wesentlicher Block
innerhalb der grésseren christlichen Rechten in den USA.
Die politisch aktivsten christlich-zionistischen Bewegun-
gen sind in erster Linie durch den Glauben motiviert, dass
die Ubernahme der Kontrolle (iber das biblische Land Is-
rael durch die Juden das zweite Kommen Jesu und das
Ende der Welt herbeifiihren wird, wenn die Christen die Er-
I6sung erlangen und die Nicht-Christen - einschliesslich
der Muslime und Juden - vernichtet werden.

Diese Endzeittheologien haben ihre Wurzeln im Protestan-
tismus des 16. Jahrhunderts in Europa und spiegeln den
kolonialen Kontext wider, in dem sie entstanden sind. Der
christliche Zionismus als politische Bewegung gewann als
Teil der "fundamentalistischen Bewegung" des 19. Jahr-
hunderts in Grossbritannien und den USA an Zugkraft, als
wichtige Persoénlichkeiten begannen, die Endzeitprophe-
zeiung zu missionieren und Vorstellungen von einem jidi-
schen Heimatland in Palastina zu beschwéren, Jahrzehnte
bevor prominente jldische Zionisten dies forderten. Der
Brite Arthur Balfour, dessen Balfour-Erklarung ein judi-
sches Heimatland in Palastina versprach, war selbst ein
bekannter christlicher Zionist, ebenso wie Préasident
Woodrow Wilson, der die Erklarung auf Anregung des ju-
disch-zionistischen Richters am Obersten Gerichtshof
Louis Brandeis mitunterzeichnete.

Followers of American evangelical pastor John Hagee chant slogans in
support of Israel during a rally in Jerusalem. (Gali Tibbon/AFP via Getty
Images)

In der Tat muss der christliche Zionismus als eine starke
Bedrohung fir eine umfassendere fortschrittliche Agenda
bekampft werden. Da der christliche Zionismus davon aus-
geht, dass die christliche Erlésung mit dem Ende der Welt
und der Vernichtung der Nichtchristen zusammenfallt, ist
der christliche Zionismus in seinem Kern antimuslimisch
und antisemitisch. Andererseits nutzen christliche Zionis-
ten ihre unerschitterliche Unterstiitzung des Staates Is-
rael, die im Philosemitismus - der Fetischisierung und Ob-
jektivierung von Juden - wurzelt, um den Anschein zu



using Jews as pawns in their End Times
drama and believing Jews are ultimately
“damned to hell.”

To overlook the impact of Christian Zionism on
the ongoing colonization of Palestine is to
overlook the original and largest worldwide
movement seeking full Jewish control in Pal-
estine — and one of the largest and most con-
sequential anti-Muslim, antisemitic and anti-
democratic movements of our time.

erwecken, dass sie sich um Juden kiimmern, wahrend sie
Juden als Spielfiguren in ihrem Endzeitdrama benutzen
und glauben, dass Juden letztlich "zur Hoélle verdammt"
sind.

Wer den Einfluss des christlichen Zionismus auf die anhal-
tende Kolonisierung Palastinas Ubersieht, Gbersieht die ur-
sprungliche und grdsste weltweite Bewegung, die eine
vollstandige jldische Kontrolle in Paléstina anstrebt - und
eine der gréssten und folgenreichsten antimuslimischen,
antisemitischen und antidemokratischen Bewegungen un-
serer Zeit.

Up-Date on Israel’s Colonial Settlement Enterprise in the West Bank

& East Jerusalem

IMEU

2024 has seen a record number of state land confiscations in the occupied West Bank, with Israel
declaring over 5,800 acres as state land since the beginning of the year. The Israeli military's Civil
Administration, which administers civilian affairs in the West Bank, has just issued a new declara-
tion on 25 June 2024, converting 1,270 hectares into state land in a section of the Jordan Valley in
the eastern West Bank near Jericho. In addition, Israel's Supreme Planning Council approved the
construction of 5,295 housing units in several West Bank settlements. MLB

Israel's settlement enterprise is intended to ce-
ment Israeli control over the Palestinian West
Bank and East Jerusalem and prevent the es-
tablishment of a Palestinian state as part of a
“two-state solution” peace agree-ment in Pales-
tine/Israel.

-

A Palestinian house in the West Bank community
Al-Baba (foreground), with the Israeli settlement of Ma'ale
Adumim pictured in the background. Credit Norwegian Ref-
ugee Council

All Israeli settlements are illegal under inter-
national law and have been repeatedly con-
demned as such by the United Nations, the In-
ternational Court of Justice, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, and human rights

organizations.

More than 500 Israeli military checkpoints and
other obstacles intended to privilege the move-

Mit dem israelischen Siedlungsbau soll die israelische
Kontrolle Uber das palastinensische Westjordanland
und Ostjerusalem gefestigt und die Griindung eines pa-
lastinensischen Staates im Rahmen eines Friedensab-
kommens zur "Zweistaatenldsung" in Palastina/lsrael
verhindert werden.

Alle israelischen Siedlungen sind nach internationalem
Recht illegal und wurden als solche wiederholt von den
Vereinten Nationen, dem Internationalen Gerichtshof,
dem Internationalen Komitee vom Roten Kreuz und
Menschenrechtsorganisationen verurteilt.

Mehr als 500 israelische Militarkontrollpunkte und an-
dere Hindernisse, die die Bewegungsfreiheit der Siedler
privilegieren sollen, erschweren und gefahrden es der
palastinensischen Bevdlkerung, auf ihrem eigenen
Land im Westjordanland von einem Ort zum anderen zu
reisen, um Familie oder Freunde zu besuchen, zur
Schule, zur Arbeit oder zum Arzt zu gehen, und machen
es ihnen unmaglich, ein normales Leben zu fiihren. Is-
rael hat ausserdem Hunderte von Kilometern an Stras-
sen und Autobahnen gebaut (siehe interaktive Karte),
damit die Siedler und Siedlerinnen auf ihrem Weg zu
den international anerkannten Grenzen von vor 1967
und zu anderen Siedlungen die Palastinenser und Pa-
lastinenser-innen "umgehen" kdénnen, wodurch das
Land weiter zerschnitten und die palastinensische Be-
volkerung voneinander und von der Aussenwelt isoliert
werden.

Mehr als 700.000 (Stand 2023) israelische Siedler und
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ment of settlers make it difficult and dangerous
for Palestinians to travel from one place to an-
other on their own land in the West Bank to visit
family or friends, go to school, work, the doctor,
making it impossible for Palestinians to lead a
normal life. Israel has also built hundreds of
miles of roads and highways (see interactive
map) for settlers to "bypass" Palestinians on
their way to Israel's internationally recognized
pre-1967 borders and other settlements, further
dissecting the land and isolating Palestinians
from each other and the outside world.

There are upwards of 700,000 (as of 2023) Is-
raeli settlers living illegally on occupied Pales-
tinian land, including more than 470,000 in the
West Bank and more than 229,000 in East Je-
rusalem. There are about 350 Israeli settle-
ments on occupied Palestinian land, most of
them in the West Bank, with 14 in East Jerusa-
lem. They include more than 145 official settle-
ments and nearly 200 settlement "outposts,”
built without official approval but with the sup-
port of the lIsraeli government even though
they're illegal under Israeli law as well as inter-
national law.

Siedlerinnen leben illegal auf besetztem palastinensi-
schem Land, davon mehr als 470.000 im Westjordan-
land und mehr als 229.000 in Ostjerusalem. Es gibt
etwa 350 israelische Siedlungen auf besetztem palasti-
nensischem Land, die meisten davon im Westjordan-
land, 14 davon in Ostjerusalem. Darunter befinden sich
mehr als 145 offizielle Siedlungen und fast 200 Sied-
lungs-"Aussenposten”, die ohne offizielle Genehmi-
gung, aber mit Unterstlitzung der israelischen Regie-
rung gebaut wurden, obwohl sie sowohl nach israeli-
schem Recht als auch nach internationalem Recht ille-
gal sind.

o
M

A view of Jordan Valley near the West Bank city of Jericho in the Is-
raeli-occupied West Bank.Credit: Mohamad Torokman/ Reuters
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